Abstract. We 
Abstract. We (4, 5) and ventricular myocar¬ dium (6 (4) . Hypo¬ thyroid rats were treated with T., ( 1, 2, 10 or 20 (ig by daily sc injection) and rats killed by decapitation either 6 or 72 h from the time of the first injection of T3. Results from T3 treated animals (N = 10 in each group in dot hybridiza¬ tion study) were compared with those from untreated euthyroid rats (N = 10) and untreated hypothyroid rats (N = 10) using Student's f-test for unpaired data. In addi¬ tion, euthyroid rats were treated with T3 (1, 2, 10, 20 (13) . Filters were prehybridized and hybridized as described previously (14) . After (Fig. 1) (Fig. 1) .
The results of dot hybridization were confirmed by Northern blot hybridization of the Spot 14 cDNA to total RNA prepared from rat livers (Fig.  2) . Hybridization of the Spot 14 cDNA to several species of RNA of size 1.3-1.5 kb was visualised, in agreement with previous studies (8 When the effect of T3 treatment of euthyroid animals was examined, a dose-dependent increase in Spot 14 mRNA was evident (Fig. 3) , with signifi¬ cant stimulatory actions of T3 at 10, 20 and 100 \xg doses. In contrast, there was no significant effect of T3 treatment on TBPA mRNA, results again con¬ firmed by Northern blot hybridization (Fig. 4) . Northern (8, 16 veis of mRNA reflect influences on transcripiton, rather than mRNA stability (18 
